Blood films from animals with leptospiremia are prepared in the fashion routine for hematological examination and are not fixed prior to the addition of reagent A. It appears, however, that leptospires are more easily found in very thin smears, and thick areas should be avoided. The cells will appear thicker, and spirals are not usually visible due to the presence of serum on the cells. (Fig. 2) .
Tissue impression smears have been made by adding a small drop of water to the slide and making the touch preparation through this water. The preparation is air-dried.
The smears are covered by reagent A for 2 to 4 min; they are then rinsed in distilled water. Distilled water and varying concentrations of ammonium hydroxide and ethyl alcohol have been tried, both as rinses and as 10-min washes, with no apparent difference. After the water rinse, reagent B (pH 10.0) is added for about 30 see. The smears are immediately washed with distilled water, air-dried, and examined under oil immersion.
Leptospires are stained dark-brown to black on a light-to-golden background. Other structures, for example, erythrocytes or other bacteria, stain dark, but the characteristic shape and hooked ends of the leptospires should be sufficient for differentiation from other cells. Also, spirals can often be observed under high-power magnification. The flagella of such organisms as Proteus vulgaris and Vibrio fetus ( Fig. 3 and 4) 
